SUPPLEMENT — 1908 


NAMES PROPOSED FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


The following nominations for membership in the Wilson Orni- 
thological Club have been approved by the Executive Council. Mem- 
bers will therefore confer a favor in notifying the Secretary, Benj. 
T. Gault, Glen Ellyn, Ill, at once if objections to any of these names 
are offered. In the absence of objection candidates are considered 
duly elected according to our Constitution : 


FOR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP. 


Dr. B. R. Bales, Circleville, Ohio. 

Hon. R. M. Barnes, Lacon, Marshall County, IIL. 

Henry Beers, 91 Denver Ave., Bridgeport, Conn. 

W. Lee Chambers, Santa Monica, Calif. 

‘Henry K. Coale, Highland Park, Il. 

Percival Brooks Coffin, 3232 Groveland Ave., Chicago. Il. 
Dr. Ned Dearborn, Field Museum, Jackson Park, Chicago, UL 
Rev. C. W. Gustave Eifrig, 210 Wilbrod St.. Ottawa. Can. 
John J. Ferry, Field Museum, Jackson Park, Chicago, IL. 
J. W. King, St. Clairsville, Ohio. 

Leiblesperger, Fleetwood, Pa. 

Richard F. Miller, 3473 Amber St., Philadelphia, Da. 
Chas. C. Richards, 269 Broadway, Taunton, Conn. 

Ben. R. Showalter, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Jesse Lowe Smith, Highland Park, Ill. 

Fred B. Spaulding, Lancaster, N. H. 


A. D. Tinker, 342 8. State St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 


JS. Wallace, 69 Front St., Toronto, Can. 
R. S. Walker, M.D., Carnegie, Pa. 


Norman A. Wood, Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Rey. S. F. Wood, 14280 Superior Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. 


FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP, 


Rey. (. E. Chapman, New Richmond, Ohio. 
Cc. L. Metcalf, Plimpton, Ohio. 
F. N. Shankland, Willoughby, Ohio. 
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REPORT OF THE JUDGE OF ELECTIONS. 


Capiz, Oun10, Dec. 26, 1908. 

The following is a correct count of the ballots received by me for 
the election of officers of the Wilson Ornithological Club for the 
year 1909: 

For President—Frank L. Burns, 31; W. E. Saunders, 10. 

For Secretary—Benj. T. Gault, 26; T. A. Taverner, 15. 

For Treasurer—W. F. Henninger, 27; C. J. Hunt, 12. 

For Executive Council—R. L. Baird, 6; W. L. Dawson, 17; J. W. 
Jacobs, 18; L. Jones, 37; H. C. Oberholser, 21; B. H. Swales, 21. 


Total number of votes cast, 42. 
Harry B. McCoNNELL. 


STATEMENT OF B. H. SWALES, TREASURER WILSON 
ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB, 1908. 


RECEIPTS. 
Active membership dues, 1907 $ 3.00 
$53.00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
May 11, by cash to Dr. $30.00 
August 17, by cash to Dr. Jones............. settee eeeeeeee 14.00 
December 28, by cash to Dr. Jones......... 9.00 
$53.00 
B. H. SWALEs, 
Treasurer. 


STATEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE WILSON 
BULLETIN. 


In the appended statement of accounts there are included the 1907 
records for comparison with those of 1908. It will be seen that 
there has been a very material decrease of the deficit for the year 
just closed. This was largely due to an arrangement with Oberlin 
College to take a certain increase of back numbers, and also due to 


— 


the advance in the subscription price and to increased subscriptions. 
There was a slight falling off in membership dues, and considerable 
added expense in the cost of publication of the Bulletin. 


Accounts for 1907. 


EXPENSES. 
Publication of four numbers of the Bulletin............... - $204.26 
Postage, postals, and incidentals..... 16.90 
Out of print numbers purchased..................0.0eeeeee 10.50 
$277.80 
RECEIPTS, 
From Membership dues received directly.................... 12.00 
From sale of back numbers..............2.cceceeccecccceecs 44.47 
From sale of current copies to Oberlin College Library....... 70.00 
$201.97 
$75.83 
Accounts for 1908. 
EXPENSES, 
Publishing four numbers of the Bulletin..................... $219.50 
Postage, postals, and 7,00 
269.76 
RECEIPTS, 
From membership dues received directly.................46- 115 
From sale of current copies to Oberlin College Library...... 70.00 
From advertisement ......... 3.00 
$245.65 
Deficit........ fee $24.11 
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Our former President, Lynds Jones, has lead and directed the des- 
tinies of the Wilson Ornithological Club so long and acceptably, it 
would seem futile for another to attempt to fill his place. Despite 
inadequate financial support, year after year, he has given the Club 
a hetter Official Organ than it deserved. Lack of support caused 
the suspension from time to time of all but the very few and most 
solidly grounded of our ornithological magazines, yet the wutssum- 
ing Wilson Bulletin kept grinding along without “fuss or feathers.” 
until it is now one of our oldest and most respected of bird papers. 
This, T think, is the only surviving periodical of its kind in the mid- 
dle west. It is high time it- was having the long deferred support 
it is entitled to. and this can be secured ony through active individ- 
ual exertion on the part of the members. Let every one secure from 
one to a dozen desirable new members. The average life of a bird 
student as a bird student, is brief indeed, and recruits must be had 
continually to fill up the depleted ranks; the end in view being not 
so much the occupation of the leisure of the numerous faddists, as 
the fundamental training of the few life students. 

It is-with regret I observe the growing disregard or neglect of our 
chief cornerstone—co6perative investigations. While fully appre- 
ciating: the many grave difficulties, great things were expected from 
a united and persevering study of the nidification of our birds. <A 
part was not too hard for the novice to master, while the whole sug- 
gested problems unsolved by the most advanced. Exclusive of my 
work, fifty-five blanks covering more or less incompletely thirty-four 
species, were returned. A creditable percentage contain most excellent 
dita, particularly on the feather growth of the nestling. A few obser- 
servers failed to grasp the object for which the blank was issued 
or lacked the presistence essential to a successful issue of the study. 
I would like to have the promise of every member that the work will 
be given a fair trial the present season. It is a matter close to the 
heart of your ex-l’resident, as well as my own. Blanks will be fur- 
nished freely for the asking. 

We also need volunteers to conduct special codperative investi- 
gations, subjects optional to the ones conducting the work. Let us 
have your pleasure in this matter. A dozen special lines under way 
at one time would be none too many, for while some might fall by 
the wayside, others would doubtless enrich our literature. 

Frankly, I am not greatly indebted to the members of the W. O. 
C. for original data for my Broad-winged Hawk report; in fact the 
species seems unfamiliar to a great number of us; but nevertheless 
I take great pleasure in announcing that the paper, which will be 
voluminous, is slowly taking shape, though much yet remains to be 
done before it is ready for the press. Assuming that I have the data 
representing three-fourths of the total sum of human knowledge of 
the ecology of this interesting species, the labor of placing it 
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in a condensed form and orderly secuence without de- 
stroying individual records or burdening the reader with the 
vast accumulation and debris of a century, is indeed a problem. The 
much abused oologist has placed at my disposal his all, that the 
work might be a success. Some rather one-sided people have failed 
to discriminate between that very much alive individual and the 
sreedy egg collector, while the latter has too often imagined him- 
self in that more respectable class. As the true oologist must 
identify the nest and egg by the bird, he must become an orni- 
thologist from necessity. To give him his just dues, he is, on the 
average, more reliable than the opera glass fiend and more humane 
than the collecting ornithologist—with due respect to all classes. 
Let us have fair play. We are dangerously near intolerance. 
Frank L. Burns. 


REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY. 


Our retiring president having so fully set forth in historical fash- 
ion a number of the Club's past achievements, and also directing 
attention to some of its present and future needs, little therefore 
remains for the Secretary to do in this connection beyond alluding 
briefly to the rather unpleasant, yet pressing and unsatisfactory 


condition of the Club's membership enrollment which must needs 
be enlarged. This is essential both from the influential as well as 
an economic view-point. 

Our Bulletin should first be placed upon a paying basis. This 
much having been done we are in better trim to forge ahead still 
further. 

If each member will only take this matter seriously and present 
in nomination at least one new and good name we will have gone 
a long way toward the accomplishment of our aims. 

The usefulness and standing of our Club will of course depend 
largely, if not entirely, upon the quality of articles contributed to 
its magazine; and with the increased membership, this would 
seem to steadily improve, thus keeping pace with the fraternity 
thought of our day.. That we in the past have been in a great 
measure successful no one can dispute. Perhaps a_ still greater 
destiny awaits us in a higher grade of research work. 

At present the further advancement of our organization in ma- 
terial essentials must command a fair share of our time. 

Glen Ellyn, 1, BENJ. T. GAULT. 


IN RETROSPECT. 


It is perhaps due to the members of the Club that there should 
be a word of explanation offered for my unwillingness to longer 
consent to acting as your head—always comfortably assuming that 
you wanted me! My sole reason was lack of time to give the Club 
the attention it should have if it is to continue to exist and be ef- 
fective. It may now be possible for me to carry the Bulletin for 
a time longer, but even that is not fully assured. All of my time 
is spoken for and so the Bulletin has to be wedged in “nights and 
Sundays,” and consequently is considerable of a burden. The hearty 
coéperatioin of all members and readers, first in making contribu- 
tions and second in speaking a good word for it to those whe do 
not already know it, will greatly lighten this burden. May I not 
count on this co-operation in planning the best possible Bulletin for 
you in the months to come? 

I doubt if more than our President and Mv. John H, Sage, both of 
whom were among the first members of this organization with the 
writer, know of the devious ways along which the Club, and es- 
pecially its Bulletin, has come. I can give but the merest outline 
sketch of its course. 

Sometime in 1887, in his callow youth, the writer found himself 
a member of the Young Ornithologists Association whose head was 
one L. Otley Pindar, of Hickman, Kentucky, and whose secretary 
was J. B. Richards, of Fall River, Mass. About Christmas, 1888, 
he received word of his election as Secretary of The Wilson Orn- 
ithological Chapter of the Agassiz Association, an organization of 
which had been effected at Fall River, Mass., on December 3, under 
the presidency of J.B. Richards. This chapter was recognized and 
admitted as a Corresponding Chapter of the Agassiz Association 
on December 5. In 1902 a new constitution was drawn up and the 
organization came to be the Wilson Ornitthologic al Club, severing 
its connection with the Agassiz ‘Association which had become in- 
active. The reorganization along broader lines was a distinct ad- 
vantage. 

Our first official organ was the little “Curlew,” published by O. P. 
Hauger, of Orleans, Ind. This paper suspended publication in 
1889, so in 1890 space was secured in the Ornithologists’ and Oolo- 
gists Semi-Annual. This in turn suspended in 1891, and in 1892 
the Chapter undertook to publish its own official organ as a quarter- 
ly. Only two numbers were issued. In 1893 there were two num- 
bers of a journal issued, containing scarcely more than the most 
necessary business. In 1894 three small paged bulletins were is- 
sued by the then Secretary, John B. Caulk. These constituted the 
first volume of what is now termed the “New Series,” the previous 
numbers mentioned comprising the “Old Series.” In 1895 there 
were two “Special” Bulletins issued as Nos. 4 and 5, which were 


then supposed to mark the end of the whole matter, but their ap- 
pearance put new life into the organization, so that the writer's 
offer to attempt the issue of a small bi-monthly for the purpose 
of more closely binding the membership together, was accepted and 
continued to the close of 1899. In 1900 a change was made to 
larger page and more of them with four numbers a year, which 
arrangement continues to the present. During this period of four- 
teen years, except only the year 1901, when our President gave me 
a breathing spell by conducting the Bulletin for that year, it has 
fallen to my lot to carry it along with the presidency, as best I 
could, I have not been unmindful of the fact that neither part of 
the work has been done as well as it should have been done, and 
have long been anxious to shift one or the other burden to stronger 
and more worthy shoulders, It is never good for any organization 
whose object is intended to raise the standard of efficiency of many 
persons to become a one-man affair, as some have said of our Club. 
I hasten to say, however, that such has never actually been the 
case for there has never been a time when I did not have the in- 
terest and help of at least several of our members, chief among 
whom has always been our President. Under his guidance I feel 
certain that our progress will be rapid and our work together ef- 
ficient. 

It is my earnest hope that the aroused interest on the part of 
so many, and particularly a portioning out of the work so that 
both the office of president and editor may be given the time and 
thought which they merit and need, will result in more work done 
of a distinctly higher character. The Bulletin is always in need of 
the results of earnest, careful work. It is only when it is filled 
with such matter for several successive issues that the attention of 
every ornithologist and scientist will be directed our way, and the 
editor’s ideals be fulfilled. More good matter for each issue is the 
greatest immediate need. The next greatest need is a larger mem- 
bership and a much larger subscription list, so that the annual de- 
ficits may cease. A glance at the publisher’s accounts for the 
past two years must convince anyone that it is more than just fun to 
run the Bulletin, and the expenses of publication will always in- 
erease rather than decrease or remain approximately stationary. 
With the codperation and help of every member who reads this 
effusion not only will the deficit be taken care of but the increases 
in expense which the plans for the immediate future will entail 
will be fully met. 

Our active membership should be filled up as quickly as good 
men can be found to fill it, and the associate list multiplied by a 
hundred at least. Each member must know some one who would 
be glad to join our ranks as an associate member. If you do, speak 
to him and secure his coéperation. Send.his name to the Secretary. 

LYNDs JONES. 


